
LARGE GROUP LESSON

CURIOUS: WHO WAS JESUS?

BOTTOM LINE: 
Jesus is the Son of God and our Savior. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that Jesus is the Son of God, sent by the Father to save us from our sins. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Matthew 16:13-23, Peter’s Confession

INTRO:
Curiosity is a human trait that gets a bad rap. We’ve all heard the phrase, “Curiosity 
killed the cat,” and there’s definitely some truth to that statement. But curiosity has led 
to so many discoveries. It was curiosity that led Louis Pasteur to discover germs and 
how to fight germs. 

Curiosity led people to sail across the Atlantic and discover America. Curiosity led  
humans to not only explore every land on Earth, but the depths of the oceans and the 
far reaches of space.

We are all curious about one thing or another. If I were to look at your record of 
checked out library books or your search history on Google, I’m sure we’d find all sorts 
of curiosity in here. Some of you are curious to know more about history. Some are  
curious about sports and sports heroes. Some are curious about famous historical 
figures or celebrities. Some of you are probably very curious about the next Marvel and 
Star Wars movies.

Many people, whether they are religious or not, are curious about Jesus. There’s no 
denying that more than two thousand years ago, a man named Jesus from the town of 
Nazareth walked the Earth. There is too much evidence to deny that He existed and 
that He had a major impact on our world. But many people are curious to know if Jesus 
really is who we claim to be. Was He just a man? Was He a good teacher, or a  
prophet? Was He a phony, trying to pretend to do miracles? Or was He something 
more?

Over the next four weeks we’re going to ask and answer questions curious minds have 
asked for thousands of years. God is not afraid of our questions about Jesus because 
God knows those questions will lead us to the truth. 
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We’re going to start with the most basic question of all: Who is Jesus? That’s a question 
Jesus Himself put to his disciples, and it was one of His most 
outspoken disciples who first gave us the answer.

READ MATTHEW 16:13-23

MAIN POINT:
The people who saw Jesus in person perform miracles and teach were astonished 
by Him. Jesus was a simple carpenter by trade, not a priest or a scholar, and yet His 
teachings astounded them. Some people thought He might be a prophet, like the Old 
Testament prophet Elijah. Some thought He was simply a good man or a good teacher. 
But the men who knew Him best saw the truth. Jesus was the Christ. He was God’s 
Son in the flesh!

God had long promised to send a Savior to Earth, and Jesus had come to save the 
whole world from sin. Jesus was the only man who never sinned, and His death on the 
cross paid the price for all of our sins. We believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God 
not simply because of what Peter said, but because of what Jesus did and how His life 
has changed so many lives, even to this day!

DRIVE IT HOME:
In spite of Peter’s confession and the words of the Bible, there are people today who 
think Jesus was just a man. They consider Him a great teacher, maybe even a  
prophet, but not the Son of God. There’s an excellent book called More Than a Car-
penter by Josh McDowell that says Jesus could not be just a good man. Based on the 
Bible, He had to be one of three things: a liar, a lunatic, or the Son of God.

You will notice in today’s scripture Jesus does not correct Peter. He tells his disciples 
to keep it quiet for now, but His answer shows Peter was telling the truth. Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God! A “good man” or “good teacher” would not allow His followers to 
think He was God’s son. Either Jesus was lying to them, which would mean he was not 
a good man, or He was out of his mind, or He was who Peter said He was.

It’s unlikely so many people could have been fooled by a liar or a lunatic, and it’s almost 
impossible that so many people would lay down their lives for Him. If it was just a lie, or 
if Jesus was out of His mind, someone would have figured it out, someone would have 
spilled the beans. Peter was one of ten disciples who would die for believing in Jesus, 
one of millions in the history of the church. Their courage and their faith show us they 
were fully convinced Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God. They died so that we might 
know that we can trust our lives to Jesus as well.

Who is Jesus? He is God’s Son. He is our Savior. He is more than a good teacher or a 
prophet. He is the only one who can save us from sin. 
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If you’re curious to know more, I invite you to come back the next three weeks. God is 
not afraid of your questions. He wants to answer them. He wants you to not only know 
who Jesus is, but know Him as your Savior!

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for showing us your Son Jesus. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen


